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Welcome to the March edition of the Clydesdale Cross
Sport Horse Association newsletter. We hope you enjoyed the
February edition and we would welcome your comments on the
format and the content.

In this edition we have the penultimate part of our
introduction to the CCSHA committee, this month featuring your
secretary and newsletter editor Michele Binder. That is, of course,
me.

In this edition we also have the first of our members results
sections. We encourage all our members to email, phone or write
in their results so that we can all stay in touch with each others
successful, or even not so successful, outings. We are also hoping
to start an unofficial intermember competition with points allocated

Stay in Touch
Some of our newer members may not be aware that the genesis
of the CCSHA grew out of a discussion among interested people
on the HRCAV web forum. There is still an active discussion
where many of the committee and members post their Clydie
C r o s s  t h o u g h t s  a n d  n e w s .  C h e c k  i t  o u t  a t
www.hrcav.com.au/forum/topic.asp?TOPIC_ID=641  or go
www.hrcav.com.au and follow the links to Forum          Breeds

Clydesdale Cross Sport Horse Association

The CCSHA newsletter needs you!
The newsletter editor would welcome some help from any
interested members to assist in the production of the newsletter.
The overwhelming success of the Association has left the
Secretary (and current newsletter editor) snowed under with
membership duties.The current editor is happy to collate and
publish but would love assistance in collecting and filing
stories. We particularly encourage all our non-Victorian
members to use this a way of becoming more involved in
your Association.



Introducing the Committee of the CCSHA
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Michele Binder -
Secretary

(and the lovely Rioja)

Michele first started riding when she was about 7, mostly just trail riding along with a few lessons.
She kept riding on and off until she started University, then like a lot of young women found the time and,
mostly, the expense too much, so she stopped riding for almost 10 years. In the year 2000, Michele was
living in London and finally in a position both financially and personally to take up riding again. As a first
step she joined the Royal Mews based Civil Service Riding Club with lessons conducted in the same indoor
arena where Queen Victoria’s children learnt to ride. Having previously done very little road riding Michele
soon became proficient in riding through Hyde Park and around the roads of London. It was here that
Michele re-discovered her love of riding and first began to think again about finally buying a horse of her
own.

On her return to Australia, Michele began riding at Oakwood Riding School in Narre Warren. It was
her instructor at Oakwood that first introduced Michele to Chris Hayes and his Clydie crosses. Michele first
began by leasing Hayes Park Lachlan, then a two year old in need of some work. Eight months later, Michele
had bought her very own youngster from Chris, a two year old with all of 5 weeks under saddle. Without
the experience of riding Lochi and developing a love of the Clydie Cross temperament, Michele would
never have considered that she could ride or train such a young horse. However, although we have had our
ups and downs, one year later Michele and Rioja have competed at their first Level 4 dressage jackpot day
and although they didn’t place, they were not completely outclassed. Not bad for a horse that’s just turned
three! And a huge part of that success has been the calm and forgiving nature of the Clydie Cross.

To pay the horse bills when she is not riding, Michele works as a research scientist at the Howard
Florey Institute on the campus of the University of Melbourne. Previous to her return to Melbourne, Michele
worked in a fantastic and world renowed laboratory at University College London in, of course, London.
She and her husband went for three years but ended up staying for five. While in London Michele not only
rediscovered riding for herself, but also encouraged her husband to start. Having begun on the “if you can’t
beat ‘em, join ‘em” theory, Jeremy is now an accomplised rider himself and now leases Hayes Park Lachlan.

HRCAV TTT Showjumping
Just a reminder to all that on Saturday and Sunday the 23/24th April, the HRCAV Top
Team Showjumping Championships will be held at Werribee Equestrian Centre. This
competition will have a breed prize sponsored by the CCSHA for the best performed
Clydesdale Cross Sport Horse on the day. Unlike the only CCSHA members riding
registered horses will be eligible. You will need to sign up for the prize when you hand
in your performance cards at the event. Please remember to bring your CCSHA membership
card and horse registration number. And an update on the prize -  thanks to lovely TTT
Showjumping organisers, Stacey Dixon and Lucinda Mack, we have organised a woolen
rug for the high point Clydie Cross on the day. Who wouldn’t want to win that? The
CCSHA would also like to thank Cross Links that are sponsoring the wool for the rugs,
and Yindarra that are making the prize rugs.
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Letters to the Editor:
Well I’m sorry to say that we have no member letters for this month. That said, I do have the following
letter from a fellow Clydie enthusiast (see below). Perhaps you can help, or know someone who can:

Hi Adrian
Recently you sent me the forms for my son Daniel Anderson  to join the association, since then he has had some
bad luck, the clydie x he was riding at Trentham he had purchased in November whilst we knew he had a suspect
hock from the vet check we still went through with the deal as the seller gave us a 12 month guarantee and of course
Murphy's law he has broken down and is being returned tomorrow, we are now on the hunt for a replacement and I
was wondering if you know of any suitable horses that may be available, we need a big horse as Dan is 6'2" and
around 90kgs, so preferably 16.2 plus would be ideal, Dan's passion is showjumping, so if you hear of anything I can
be contacted either on this email address or by phone 93482123 after 6 or during the day on 9432 0344.
Regards
Glenda Anderson 

Although I have had some much appreciated feedback on the newsletter from a few members, I and the rest
of the committee would really love to hear more about what you want from your Association.  To start off
a talking point, we would like to ask our non-Victorian members for suggestions of big competitions at
which we might offer a breed prize. Preferably it would be a competition at which there would be quite a
few Clydie Cross horses likely to attend. All the committee are aware that we need to do more for all our
members, but we are hampered by our lack of knowledge of the competition scene outside of Victoria.

Breed Prize
First Announcement of a Special Breed Prize to
be awarded at the HRCAV Jackpot Dressage
Peninsula Cup taking place on the 15th May at
Treehaven Equestrian Club and Cafe. For
competition details see Chaff Chat. Entries close
May 4th.

A member competition?
The CCSHA President has shown himself to be more than just a pretty face (lucky for
him) and suggested an informal competition with a similar format to the HRCAV Champion
Rider and Top Ten awards. For those unfamiliar with these awards, points are awarded
for a combination finishing in a place in various events and at the AGM a prize is presented
to the combination with the most points. We have in mind some sort of self-reporting
system, with a competition administrator responsible for verifying results. We imagine
some sort of presentation and prize to take place at our end of year AGM. What the
committee would like is feedback from the members re: rules and admistration, as well
as volunteer to run the competition. However, we are all very keen for the competition
to go ahead as it seems an excellent way for all our members to be involved and it would
be a true interstate competition. Send your suggestions and register your interest with the
Secretary.

Expressions of Interest Please

The committee are hoping to organise a Clydie Cross
Day at the State Equestrian Centre at Werribee. We
are looking at charging about $10-$20 per rider for
a lesson with Helen McMillan, an experienced
instructor and EFA rider. This event we hope will
take place sometime later in the year, perhaps August
or possibly later. Please register your interest with
our President so that we can get an idea of numbers.
We hope it will be an excellent chance to meet your
fellow members, and just imagine the group photo!



Out and About With CCSHA members and horses

Adrian McMillan and BPH Ismalia placed 1st and 2nd in his two Advanced tests at the first
leg of the Golden Spurs at Ballarat. In the second leg at Westcoast they placed 3rd and 4th.
In a recent Combined Training competition they placed 3rd at Level 4.

Jeremy Barber and Hayes Park Lachlan recently competed at the Police and Emergency
Services Games. No placings in the dressage or combined training, but an honourable showing
against some tough competition.

Michele Binder recently took Rioja out to his first competition at Westcoast Golden Spurs.
They placed last then 14th in their two level 4 tests, with encouraging signs for the future.

Sandra Kingston and Hayes Park Kahlua competed very successfully in the Westcoast Golden
Spurs, with a 3rd and 4th in the level 4 dressage.
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